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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (presently amended) A method comprising: 

selectively enabling or disabling outputs of voltage regulator controllers in an electronic 
appliance based at least in part on settings stored in non-volatile memor y, wherein the 
settings stored in non- volatile memory comprise a series of delay times assigned to 
voltage regulator controllers . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein the outputs of the voltage regulator controllers 
provide operating voltages to one or more components selected from the group consisting of a 
microprocessor, a chipset, a memory controller, a graphics controller, a system memory, an 
input/output (I/O) controller and an I/O device. 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the non-volatile memory comprises at least one 
memory selected from the group consisting of read only memory (ROM), flash memory, battery- 
backed static random access memory (SRAM), and electrically erasable programmable ROM 
(EEPROM). 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising locking out a power supply until the 
voltage regulator controller outputs are stable. 
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6. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising retrieving delay times for a future 
power state change. 

7. (presently amended) An electronic appliance, comprising: 

a power supply; 

an electronic circuit board coupled with the power supply; and 
a sequencer engine coupled with the electronic circuit board, the sequencer engine to 
sequentially enable voltage regulator controllers on the electronic circuit board during a power 
up based at least in part on settings stored in nonvolatile memory , the sequencer eng ine 
retrieve delay times for a future power state change . 

8. (canceled) 

9. (original) The electronic appliance of claim 7, further comprising: 

the sequencer engine to sequentially disable voltage regulator controllers on the 
electronic circuit board during a power down based at least in part on settings stored in non- 
volatile memory. 

1 0. (original) The electronic appliance of claim 7 , further comprising: 

the sequencer engine to lock out the power supply until the voltage regulator controller 
outputs are stable. 



10/816,438 - response to 9/25/06 Action 



3 



PAGE 7113 ■ RCVD AT 5/2112007 1 1 :49:44 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] < SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2f22 • DNIS:2738300 * C8ID:5032641729 • DURATION (mm-ss):03-26 



05/21/07 07:56 FAS 5032641729 



El 008 



1 1 . (presently amended) A storage medium comprising content which, when executed by an 
accessing machine, causes the accessing machine to selectively enable or disable outputs of 
voltage regulator controllers based at least in part on settings stored in non-volatile memory, 
wherein the settings stored in non-vol atile memory comprise a series of delay times assig ned m 
the voltage regulator controllers . 

12. (canceled) 

13. (original) The storage medium of claim 1 1 , wherein the outputs of the voltage regulator 
controllers provide operating voltages to one or more components selected from the group 
consisting of a microprocessor, a chipset, a memory controller, a graphics controller, a system 
memory, an input/output (I/O) controller and an I/O device. 

14. (original) The storage medium of claim 1 1, further comprising content which, when 
executed by the accessing machine, causes the accessing machine to lock out a power supply 
until the voltage regulator controller outputs are stable. 

15. (original) The storage medium of claim 1 1 , further comprising content which, when 
executed by the accessing machine, causes the accessing machine to retrieve delay times for a 
future power stare change. 

16. (original) An apparatus, comprising: 

a non-volatile memory interface; 
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a power supply interface; 

a voltage regulator controller interface; and 

control logic coupled with the non-volatile memory, power supply and voltage regulator 
controller interfaces, the control logic to retrieve delay times from non-volatile memory and to 
enable voltage regulator controller outputs at expiration of associated delay times in response to 
a power up request. 

17. (original) The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising control logic to disable voltage 
regulator controller outputs at expiration of associated delay times in response to a power down 
request. 

18. (original) The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising control logic to retrieve ramp rate 
$ettings from non-volatile memory and to set voltage regulator controller output ramp rates. 

19. (original) The apparatus of claim 16, further comprising control logic to retrieve delay times 
for a future power state change. 
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